
USE OF ARTICLES 

A/An 

We use a/an with singular, countable nouns. We use it: 

 when we mention something for the first time, or to say that the person or thing is one of a number of things or 

people. 

Ex. She’s got a car. 

Ex. I’ll have an apple, please. (Means “one”). 

 to say what somebody’s profession is (a member in a group). 

Ex. He’s a researcher. 

The 

We use the with countable (singular and plural) and uncountable nouns. We use it: 

 to refer to something or somebody previously mentioned or that we already know about. 

Ex. She’s got a car. The car’s brand new. 

 to talk about specific things or people. 

Ex. The car she bought was expensive. 

Ex. The people who work there are really helpful. 

 to talk about something unique, something that there is only one of. 

Ex. the Sun, the government (in a particular country), the floor, the sky, the world 

 with superlative adjectives and adverbs, and first/last/only/same. 

Ex. It’s always the same story. 

 with singular nouns to refer in general to all members of a group. 

Ex. The piano is a difficult instrument to play. 

 with an adjective to talk about a group. In this case, the verb is always plural. 

Ex. The unemployed are suffering more than most. 

 with seas, rivers, deserts, museums. 

Ex. The Thames is a river in England. 



No article 

We do not use an article: 

 with plural countable nouns or uncountable nouns when we are talking about people or things in general. 

Ex. Economists say there will be more jobs next year. 

Ex. Society needs to change. 

Ex. I love reading books. 

 with a person’s job title or their unique position in a company. 

Ex. My sister is Head of Finance at the university. 

Ex. Professor McGonagall. 

 with nationalities, languages, countries… 

Ex. I am French. I speak Latin. I am from Germany. 

 

ARTICLES WITH SCHOOL, UNIVERSITY… 

No article: when we talk about what these places are for: school, university, hospital, college, prison, church… 

Ex. He’s in hospital. 

Ex. He’s at university. 

The article: when we talk about the physical building. 

Ex. My sister is at the university right now. 

 

PLEASE, REMEMBER: 

Ex. I go to bed (not to the bed).  

Ex. I go to school (not to the school). 


